
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/785,011 



02/25/2004 



Sofia Hermans son 



018798-216 



9721 



21839 



7590 



U/03/2005 



BUCHANAN INGERSOLL PC 

(INCLUDING BURNS, DOANE, SWECKER & MATHIS) 
POST OFFICE BOX 1404 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1404 



EXAMINER 



BUI, LUAN KIM 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3728 



DATE MAILED: 11/03/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Off/CP Ariinn Si immarv 


Application No. 

10/785,011 


Applicant(s) 
HERMANSSON ET AL 


Examiner 
Luan K. Bui 


Art Unit 

3728 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 
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* Art Unit: 3728 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Cottingham et al. (2002/0084203; hereinafter 
Cottingham'203). Cottingham'203 discloses a packing wrapper (60, 62) defined a pocket (64) for 
holding an absorbent article (20) comprising an opening flap (70) and the opening flap having a 
free edge (74). Cottingham f 203 further discloses the packing wrapper may include a visual 
indicator (110) for distinguishing the edge of the flap. It appears that the visual indicator having 
a longitudinal extent essentially parallel to the free edge of the opening flap. Cottingham'203 
also discloses the opening flap and/or the pocket may be desirable to include a tactile indicator 
such as a textured portion i.e. knurling for distinguishing the edge (74) of the flap from the 
pocket to improve tactile identification of the edge of the flap which is considered equivalent to 
means for tactile detection as claimed (page 4, paragraph 0048 and Figure 2). Since the visual 
indicator disposed parallel to the free edge of the opening flap then the means for tactile 
detection would be disposed parallel to the free edge of the opening flap. To the extent that 
Cottingham'203 fails to disclose the means for tactile detection being disposed parallel to the free 
edge of the opening flap, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to construct the means for tactile detection of Cottingham f 203 
parallel to the free edge of the opening flap to provide more convenient for the user. 

As to claims 2 and 3, Cottingham ! 203 discloses the visual/tactile indicator (110) disposed on one 
surface area close to the opening flap. 

As to claim 4, Cottingham'203 discloses the visual/tactile indicator (110) disposed to a 
continuous, oblong surface area arranged parallel to and close to the free edge of the opening 
flap. 

As to claim 5, Cottingham'203 discloses the visual/tactile indicator (110) may be applied to the 
opening flap and/or the pocket (paragraph 0048) which is considered equivalent to at least two 
discrete surface areas. 

As to claim 6, Cottingham'203 discloses the means for tactile detection comprises a textured 
portion such as knurling which is considered equivalent to at least one embossed surface area. 
As to claims 7 and 8, Cottingham ? 203 further discloses the means for tactile detection consists of 
at least one extra material piece (140) (Figure 8) and the extra material piece has either higher or 
lower friction than the packing wrapper. 

As to claims 9-12, the selection of the specific extra material such as the material as claimed 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice of art recognized equivalent materials 
inasmuch as a number of different ones appear to be suitable and inasmuch as applicant's 
specification does not state that using these specific materials as claimed solves any particular 
problem or yields any unexpected results. 
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As to claims 15 and 16, Cottingham'203 discloses the means for tactile detection (110) extended 
over the entire length of the free edge of the opening flap. 

3. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
reference as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Berg, Jr. et al. (5,484,636; 
hereinafter Berg'636). Cottingham'203 fails to show the means for tactile detection comprises at 
least double folded at the free edge of the opening flap. Berg'636 shows a packing wrapper 
comprising a opening flap (34) having a double folded (56) at the free edge of the opening flap 
(Figures 4-5). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art in view of 
Berg'636 to modify the means for tactile detection of Cottingham'203 so it comprises at least 
double folded at the free edge of the opening flap to facilitate grasping the opening flap. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luan K. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-4552. If in 
receiving this Office Action, it is apparent to Applicant that certain documents are missing from 
the record for example copies of references cited, form PTO-1449, form PTO-892, etc., requests 
for copies of such papers should be directed to Ms. Errica Miller at (571) 272-4370. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Customer Service whose telephone number is (703) 306-5648. Facsimile 
correspondence for this application should be sent to (571) 273-8300 for Formal papers and 
After Final communications. 
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Primary Examiner 



